Localization of self-inflicted dermatological lesions: what do they tell the dermatologist?
The dissimulating attitude of factitious patients creates the need for objective clinical features which cannot be faked and which have a genuine value for the psychiatric diagnosis and prognosis. The psychiatric significance of the localization of self-inflicted dermatological lesions is investigated in four psychiatric areas: the type of life events preceding specific localizations, underlying psychiatric profiles that are characteristic for a given localization, differential response to treatment and psychiatric sequels.